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Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
– Romans 5:1-5


The entirety of the Christian life is the result of God’s grace in which we stand – His mercy and provision in Jesus Christ, which we cannot earn and do not deserve! To appreciate the working of grace in our lives, we need to examine what it means to be justified by faith. The word ‘justified’ in this passage means acquitted, made just, washed clean, just as if I had never sinned. The word ‘faith’, by which we are justified, means assurance, fidelity, persuasion, conviction, reliance upon Christ for salvation, constancy in such profession, by extension the Gospel truth itself. In other words, our faith is NOT in our faith, but in the constant assurance that the Gospel is powerful, unchangeable and completely trustworthy.


We have ACCESS by FAITH – we have a direct, no-busy-signal line to the Father because we completely depend upon Him to accomplish what is necessary for life and victory. Even when God’s answer does not come as speedily as we might like, He never puts us on hold!

According to Romans, we rejoice in hope (con-fidence, anticipation that is usually with pleasure, and expectation) of the glory (manifestation, outward shining of God’s inward being) of God. We continually and increasingly look forward to God demonstrating His splendor, so that every heart will know that Jesus is Lord! 

Now here’s the kicker… Paul says “and not only that…”, his way of saying, “And here is the icing on the cake…”. The ‘icing’ is that we glory (boast, rejoice) in tribulations. The word ‘tribulations’ means anguish, burdens, pressure, oppression, adversity, affliction, distress, squashing, crushing, squeezing. It means to put a lot of pressure on that which is free and unfettered. It’s like a spiritual bench-pressing, and is used when speaking about crushing grapes or olives in a press.

Are you currently experiencing extreme pressure, adversity, even anguish? Was there a recent process that felt to you like you were being squashed or crushed? Would you say that what got “squeezed out” of you was like fine wine or olive oil, or was it more like vinegar? In all of these tribulations in which we learn to glory, it is God’s plan to produce something that matures us and exalts Him. It is also the enemy’s plan to leave us beaten up, dried up and in a prison of pain. Who will get the glory when it has all been lived out? That’s up to us. God empowers His people with an overcoming spirit, if we will humble ourselves under His Lordship. We must learn how.


Let’s look now at “The Produce Parade” as listed by Paul in Romans: 

TRIBULATION produces PERSEVERANCE, which is patience, cheerful or hopeful endurance, constan-cy, patient continuance, steadfastness, waiting.

PERSEVERANCE produces CHARACTER, which is approved character, experience, trustiness, proof, something that has been tested and proven.

CHARACTER produces HOPE,
which is the same word used earlier when referring to “hope of the glory of God”, meaning  confidence, anticipa-tion with pleasure, and expectation.

The Heavenly Perspective: As we write our own personal history with the Lord and let His Word encourage us with the history of those who have gone before us, we know that even severe disappointment (or conversely, great satisfaction) from this life is superseded by the hope of the life to come! Jesus Himself said:


“Blessed are you when they revile and perse-cute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets before you.”  -- Matthew 5:11,12

James also reminds us that our heart response to trouble should be molded by God’s Word and Spirit:


My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work that you may be perfect (mature) and complete, lacking nothing.  – James 1:2-4             

Did you notice that the word ‘knowing’ is found in both Romans 5 and James 1? In both cases, it means having awareness, beholding, having knowledge, consider-ing, understanding, perceiving, resolving, allowing, speaking forth, being sure.   

We need to honestly ask ourselves if we’re con-vinced that whatever we are going through will produce the fruits of life and righteousness (as described in too many Scriptures to list here; a great study for you to do!). 


Sometimes we are tempted to feel like God has forgotten us, is punishing us, or is disappointed with us as we walk through various trials and troubles. But we can overcome these lies, as we submit ourselves to the working of the cross, the counsel of the Holy Spirit, the authority of the Word, the accountability and safety found only in the Body of Christ.  And then, watch The Produce Parade go!

Applying the Word to my life:_______________________
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