Simplify.
By Pastor Teri Downs
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, before he was martyred at the hands of the Nazis, said, “To be simple is to fix one’s eyes solely on the simple truth of God at a time when all concepts are being confused, distorted, and turned upside down.”

The simplicity we discuss tonight is not the dangerous act of dismissing deep thoughts and deep things for some shallow approach to life and living; rather, it is the pursuit of the AUTHENTIC in our Christian walks. By allowing the Holy Spirit to gently open us up to the possibilities of childlike faith and clear motives and goals in relationships and personal approaches to daily living, we can be made free to hear and to obey God. “And you shall know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” – John 8:32
“Assuredly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will be no means enter it.” – Matthew 11:25

For our boasting is this: the testimony of our conscience that we conducted ourselves in the world in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom but by the grace of God, and more abundantly toward you. – 2 Corinthians 1:12

But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted – you may well put up with it! – 2 Corinthians 11:3,4

Simplicity, in the Greek, is haplotes, and means singleness; sincerity without dissimula-tion, duplicity or self-seeking; generosity; liberality; bountifulness; abundant bestowal (Christ always giving and our always receiving what He is giving!). In other words, true simplicity in Christ is a little like the old saying, “Less is more”! So then… if simplicity can be synonymous with bounty, then what is synonymous with lack? It would obviously be the applications of complication, withholding, twisting, distortion, and double-mindedness.

The following quotes are from Richard J. Foster’s great book, Freedom of Simplicity :

Simplicity is a grace because it was given to us by God.
Simplicity of heart can flourish only in the fertile soil of trust, and it is the Old Testament’s revelation of the faithfulness and goodness of God that opens the door to that trust.

Simplicity means a return to the posture of dependence. Like children we live in a spirit of trust. What we have we receive as a gift.

There is no greater need today than the freedom to lay down the heavy burden of getting ahead.
We must remember that God-given simplicity is far more powerfully the act of embracing than the act of denial. Although the Lord will show us those areas of our lives that He commands us to give over to Him (for He is sovereign), our focus is not on what is lost, but on what is gained: the limitless, boundless, eternal treasures found only in our relationship with the Lord Jesus. We remember that the return to simplicity in Christ is the journey to a place of spiritual richness, which actually encompasses physical, emotional, mental and relational richness as well. God does ALL things well, and we simply thank Him, with our hearts, prayers, living. Having been made freer and less encumbered by complications, we can apprehend what God is giving. Our hands are once again empty enough for God to pour into.

AVENUE OF APPLICATION:

What is God speaking to you about simplicity? How will you respond to allow it to happen? Pray and think about obstacles, distractions, entanglements, and then about the Lord’s specific freeing word to you. And don’t forget to recount the ways God has been blessing your life by simplifying things that were once complicated and confusing!
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