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Ryan and Anne were financially poor and head-over-heels in love. They decided to marry and live in Ryan’s studio apartment. Because Ryan had only a one-burner hot plate on which to cook, Anne’s friends showered her with beautiful cooking appliances. Among the gifts were an electric skillet, a slow cooker, a portable gas grill, a fondue pot, and a microwave oven. 

Anne’s girlfriend dropped in on Anne two weeks after the wedding, surprised to see her cooking supper on the single-burner hot plate. Lined up along the wall, still in boxes, were all the gifts purchased to make meal preparation easier. When her friend questioned her, Anne haltingly replied that she didn’t know how to use any of the appliances. Incredulous, her friend asked, “Why didn’t you read the instructions?”
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

A rather silly story of a very silly young woman, wouldn’t you say? And yet, many of us have been showered with beautiful, practical and life-giving gifts that we haven’t been able to use because we didn’t take time to read the instructions laid out in the Word of God. Or perhaps fear has kept us from receiving those things our Heavenly Father (the Father of the Bride!) longs to pour out to us. We may have instead chosen to do things the hard way, with our “single burner” wills, not allowing the Holy Spirit to fill and teach us, that our yokes could become easier and our burdens lighter.
Why does the Father give gifts to His children? It certainly isn’t because we’ve earned them.  God is “ever mindful of His covenant” (Psalm 111:5) to His people, never forgetting us or our needs. He gives to us purely out of a perfect and holy love, unconditional and always ready to forgive and heal. So, love is the motivation of the Father’s giving.

What should motivate our receiving gifts from God? 1 Corinthians 14 says that gifts (charisma: divine gratuity, deliverance from danger, spiritual endowment, religious qualification, miraculous faculty, free gift) from the Lord should be used for the edification (confirmation, building up) of the church. If we ask for wisdom, or tongues, or healing, or discernment, or any good gift from the Father, we should not ask to keep that gift for ourselves. Rather, a gift given freely by the Father to His Son’s beloved bride is to be used for the building up of others and the exaltation of Almighty God. Read 1 Corinthians 12 in its entirety to hear the descriptive list of spiritual gifts.
To seek spiritual gifts, and all blessings from the Father, is right and good. 1 Corinthians 14:1 says “Pursue love and desire spiritual gifts.” Love is the foundation of giving and receiving, and in that glorious cycle of reciprocated love between the Lord and His church, His Spirit is manifested in our midst, corporately and individually. 
What keeps us from asking for and operating in the spiritual gifts the Father wants to shower on us? Perhaps the strongest force that works against this flow is the nagging self-awareness of our flaws and weaknesses. But the truth is this: in our weakness, God is shown strong! The apostle Paul said, “And He (Jesus) said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.’” (2 Corinthians 12:9)  The Lord is seeking a pliable and humble heart, even a heart that is processing through sin issues toward repentance and teachability, in which to pour out His gifts. 

And He seeks faith! We must believe and live out three things fervently:

That God is ABLE to give us the gifts we need;

That God DESIRES to pour out His blessings on the Bride of Christ (that’s you and me!); and, 

That God is, in this present day, GIVING freely to those who seek with their whole hearts.

God didn’t change His mind. The Book of Acts is not just an historic account of the early church, but rather, a confirmation and witness to us today of God’s power and ability in any age, in any place where the Holy Spirit is invited, to shower His people with gifts! Like Anne, the young bride, we can choose to stubbornly live in one dimension of striving to do things our way – often, the way we’ve always done it, or we can decide to yield our souls (minds, wills and emotions) to the multi-dimensional control and flow of the Holy Spirit. This must apply to our most foundational relationships and daily walks. Operating in the spiritual gifts brings the influence of the divine into our earthly arena. We must know that the Lord will transform the situation, or He will transform us in the midst of the situation. God wants to be there!
Are you desiring a gift from the Lord? What spiritual blessing will help you overcome your personal challenges? Which spiritual gift will bring life to someone in your world? Pray specifically for the very thing the enemy has told you that you could never receive! Pray your dreams and desires to Jesus, and believe that God is able and desirous to give you what you need. Pray to be bold, to be used to heal, pray for a soul that you may be a fisher of men, pray to love more in word and deed, that God may receive glory. The Lord’s storehouse of gifts to His church will never grow empty.
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“If you, then, being evil (having essential character flaws), know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!” – Matthew 7:11











