STANDING

Definition of stand:

Persevere, abide, covenant, establish, appoint, continue, present, remain

Philippians 4:1: Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved.

Ephesians 6:13: Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

2 Corinthians 1:24b: By faith you stand.

1 Corinthians 16:13: Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong.

Psalm 1:5: Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

Colossians 4:12 …that you may stand perfect (mature) and complete (fully assured) in all the will of God.

1 Corinthians 10:12: Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.

And if I stand, let me stand on the promise that You will see me through. -- Rich Mullins

There is a place of trust and humility before God that results in standing in the midst of any circumstance. In this place, I stand more upon the character of my God than even upon what He is able to do. I remember that "to live is Christ, and to die is gain" (Philippians 1:21). I also remember that only when I am fully vulnerable before God, am I fully armored before the enemy. There, I stand… but only by His grace, and not by any merit of my own.

Queen Esther, in a place of complete yieldedness to the will of God for herself and her people, declared, "…and if I perish, I perish!" (Esther 4:16).

The young men Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, when facing imminent death, said without wavering, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter [when asked by the king who would deliver them]. If that is the case, God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up."

Standing involves agreeing with, apprehending, and taking as my very own the promises of God's Word, breathed on by His very Spirit. Standing results in a quiet confidence, a radiant witness and a fruitful lifestyle. Standing is that place of simultaneous surrender and victory.
Reality Check:

How do I stand daily?

In what ways do I need strength to stand?

In what place of my life have I been standing on my own strength (merit, reputation, accomplishments, judgments, etc.), rather than upon God and His love for me?

Which relationships in my life encourage me to stand? Which discourage me? 

Today, this day, on what will I stand? What scriptures are speaking to my heart about this?
