Arrogance is an occupational hazard for those in authority.[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]

Sitting in positions of power, prestige and privilege can easily seduce people into thinking that they got there solely by their own abilities and assets. They can begin to assume that rules that apply to others don’t apply to them. Think about Hitler, Lenin, Marx, and the current leaders of places like Iraq and North Korea. Then think about whether you have ever been tempted to become puffed up when you win an award, get voted into leadership, or find out you are becoming popular with the “right” crowd. 
King Uzziah of Judah fell into that pitfall of pride (read 2 Chronicles 26) when he came to the throne, but he succeeded because he honored God and listened to the wise counsel of the prophet Zechariah. But in his later years, after he had achieved many military victories, he made the mistake of presuming to perform temple rites reserved only for the priests, which led to his downfall.
Scripture offers many examples of humbled characters...
Pharoah

Ten times the ruler of Egypt resisted the Lord’s command to let 
(Exodus 6:1;

Israel go, bringing down plagues on his people and eventually 8:15,32; 15:1-18)

destruction to himself and his armies.
Saul (1 Sam.

Israel’s first king repeatedly disobeyed the commands of the Lord, 15:22-26, 31:1-6)

eventually bringing about his own death.

Nabal


This rich rancher of Carmel rejected David in an hour of need, an

(1 Sam. 25)
offense for which David would have killed him, had Nabal’s wife Abigail
intervened. Eventually the Lord struck Nabal and he died.

Solomon

David’s successor took Israel to its greatest heights, yet at the

(1 Kings 11,

peak of his reign he allowed his idolatrous wives to turn his heart

Ecclesiastes 2)

away from the Lord. God promised to divide his kingdom and 




raised up adversaries against him.

Haman


Offended by a lesser official named Mordecai, this second-in-

(Esther 3-7)

command of the Persian king Ahasuerus hatched an evil plot to



destroy tne Jews. Through Esther’s intervention, the plot was




exposed and Haman was hanged.

Lucifer

God’s chief angel was cast out of heaven and committed to 

(Isaiah 14: 12-17)

eternal damnation after he made it his ambition to exalt himself 




above the Lord.

Nebuchadnezzar
When the king of Babylon allowed his heart to be lifted up in

(Dan. 4:28-37)

pride, he was struck down by God and lived like an animal, 




possibly for seven years, until he humbled himself before God.

Belshazzar

Nebuchadnezzar’s successor threw a magnificent party for his

(Daniel 5)

court using the holy implements from the temple at Jerusalem.




With handwriting on the wall, God warned him that that very




night his kingdom would be taken – and it was.

Herod Agrippa I
When this regional ruler accepted the worship of his subjects

(Acts 12:20-23)

as though he were a god, the Lord struck him down.

Consider their outcomes.
We as modern-day disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ would do well to ponder the ramifications of pride and disobedience to God, as well as the great and limitless blessings of humility and submission to God. Read and write down these verses. Meditate on them.

Romans 12:3

1 Corinthians 10:6, 11-13
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Humble thyself: Pride goes before a fall
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DISCUSSION VERSES: Likewise, you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” Therefore, humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your cares upon Him, for He cares for you.   – 1 Peter 5:5-7
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