How to Finish Well
By Pastor Teri Downs
…whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do,
do ALL to the glory of God.  – 1 Cor. 10:31

For the advancing, maturing Christian, a timeless truth unfolds day-by-day and lesson-by-lesson. It is this: Everything counts.


We learn that every action has consequences, every idle word will be accounted for, every heart motivation matters to God. While experiencing the constancy of God’s grace and mercy transforming us in our processes, we also become more aware of our need to “own up” and take responsibility for ourselves. We understand more fully as we grow that without the help of the Holy Spirit, we can neither give nor receive real forgiveness, or even have healthy relationships. We must have His all-powerful leading and anointing to begin and end our days with a solid sense of having pleased God and blessed others.


If we know that everything truly counts and matters in the whole picture (each brush stroke is vital to the completed painting), why do we sometimes find it so easy and even comforting to cut and run, to throw in the towel just before the battle is about to turn? How do we let the enemy convince us that God has just forgotten us and we have to abandon a sinking ship? The author of Hebrews writes:


Therefore, do not cast away your confi-dence, which has great reward. For you have need of endurance [constancy, perseverance, continu-ance, bearing up, steadfastness, holding out, patient endurance], so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise… Heb. 10:35,36


We are admonished and encouraged by Paul and others to run the good race, to fight the good fight of faith, to walk in integrity as living testimonies to God’s faithfulness. Paul said, “Therefore I urge you, imitate me.” (1 Corinthians 4:16), and “Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.” (1 Cor. 11:1)  

To be able to make such statements may sound almost brash or boastful, but Paul had endured many trials and testings before making this claim. He had learned that everything counts, and that whatever the assignment, his willingness to follow it through to the end was important to the Lord, to all those observing his life, and to Paul himself as a vessel being shaped by the Master.

For many of us, starting a thing is not usually the problem. We are offered so many things to involve ourselves in, so many ways to get excited, such a wide assortment of opportunities. We love the “rush” we feel when invited to be part of something “new”. But what about when the novelty wears off, and we are faced with the challenge to persevere and remain committed? Sadly enough, the percentage of those in the body of Christ who remain committed to what they began is no different than those in the world. Since God is always lovingly trying to get our attention and teach us how to hold steady, the little things are just as meaningful in our lives as the big things. Jesus said:


“He who is faithful in what is least is also faithful in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.” – Luke 16:10 

Let’s discuss 12 keys to finishing well. By applying practical principles modeled in the Word of God, we will find that we become more steadfast in our walks, more dependable in our relationships, more satisfied in our pursuits, and more trustworthy as servants to the Most High God.
1.) To finish something well, be sure that you are first called to begin it. Don’t over-spiritualize this: there are obvious things we are ALL called to as Christians, and then there are specific, personal assignments. You’ll know the difference.
2.) Count the cost: pray, assess, prepare, plan. Do you have a healthy respect for the frequent challenges you are about to encounter? Can you keep your word?
3.) Keep your focus. Remember, there will be numerous distractions that will try to keep you from the finish line.

4.) Seek the godly counsel of those who have gone before you, and honor them for sharing their experiences and suggestions with you.

5.) Develop an “attitude of gratitude”, and be thankful for the lessons you are learning as you proceed further into your commitment.

6.) Rise above excuse-making. As a person of the Spirit, overcome the temptation to become led by your emotions, or to blame others. Bear the mark of a Spirit-filled disciple.
7.) Celebrate every milestone, big or little, with some special act of joy and thanksgiving.
8.) Be honest, and ask for help from wise and faithful people when you need it. Isolation will not serve you well.

9.) Remain flexible and teachable as God shows you the more excellent way. Embrace the humility that comes from giving up old ways of thinking and doing.

10.) Be willing to share what you are learning with those who are following and imitating you. Don’t forget that others are watching.
11.)  Give God all the credit and praise if you receive accolades for having done well.

12.) When you have the peace of having completed a particular assignment, then position yourself to be inspired again by the Holy Spirit to go beyond your comfort zone!
