JULY 2006 WORKSHEET with Pastor Teri Downs --
From CrOoKED to STRAIGHT 

One of the amazing guarantees to those who are saved by the blood of Jesus Christ is that, by His own Word and Spirit, by the power of His love working through us, we will continually be changed more and more into the image of our Lord and Savior. We realize the processes of resurrection from day to day as we walk out our salvation. We learn to humble and yield ourselves to the perfect, sure hand of God to bring healing and correction to us, knowing that He loves us perfectly and has only the ultimate best in His heart toward us.
Parents who desire to raise up their children God’s way continually instill in the hearts of their children the fact that correction is not a thing to be feared, but to be embraced. They make it a priority to demonstrate that chastening and correction come out of hearts of love, that their children may know the blessedness and protection of obedience to their parents and, more importantly, to the Lord. The simplicity of learning to become obedient children of God is often twisted and threatened by the enemy or our own flesh, which are both lawless. We become keenly aware that the conviction of sin stings, and the receiving of correction involves humility. OUCH! Things can get pretty unbearable before we finally give in to what God wants to do in us. It’s our decision to respond quickly or to pretend we don’t know what He is requiring of us. We finally learn that we must stay in the Spirit, completely dependent upon the One who rescued us, to allow, and truly love, His correction, whether it comes from God directly or from another person used of Him to bring correction.

Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Proverbs 3:12, Habakkuk 2:1 and discuss. Write down your thoughts and observations about godly correction and your response to it.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
To correct something is to take what is in error, or crooked, and make it true, or straight. For us as children of God, this is something to get very fervent about! We realize that on every level – from individual to family to church to city to nation – God’s hand is ever reaching out to set us aright onto the pathway of life and holiness, so that we may know the purity and power of divine relationship intended for us from the beginning.

One of the most obvious, and often most avoided, keys to this process, involves our willingness to take our eyes off of others and let the Holy Spirit clearly and truthfully show us ourselves. No blame, no criticism of those around us… simply getting one on one with our Father and letting him show us our hearts. 

Read Luke 6:41-45 and Revelation 3:18-19.

Read Isaiah 40:3-5.
CROOKED (aqob): fraudulent, deceitful, polluted




STRAIGHT (miyshor): plain, justice, equity, even place, right, uprightness 

Read Isaiah 42:16.
CROOKED (maaqash): a crook in the road, crooked thing



STRAIGHT (miyshor): plain, justice, equity, even place, right, uprightness

Read Isaiah 45:2
CROOKED (hadar): to be high or proud, crooked place, favor or honor, glorious




STRAIGHT (yashar): pleasant, prosperous, right, direct, fit, good, upright

Read Luke 3:4-6
CROOKED (skleruno): render stubborn, harden, to make unfeeling, indurate




STRAIGHT (euthos): level, true, forthwith, immediate, straight at once

In order for God to set a nation right, He begins with individual hearts. When our individual hearts receive correction, our families receive healing and come out of disorder. When marriages and families are healed and strengthened, churches come into their calling and vision to glorify God and change their cities. When cities have their governments set in godly order and their borders restored, nations begin to prosper and flourish. Is it too much to believe that what God wants to do with you and me could someday change a nation? Nothing is too great for God! It is His will to do just such a thing with each of us.

Where are the crooked places in your heart that God wants to make straight? Do you love the correction of the Lord and receive it as life to your own spirit? God wants to bring to us all correction on the INSIDE, that correction will be manifested on the OUTSIDE! 

Applying the Word to my heart:
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