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What Old Testament Scriptures do you suppose Jesus referred to as He expounded on things concerning Himself? One book He undoubtedly would have spent time on was Isaiah. Here are some of those Scriptures, contrasted to the New Testament. Notice Isaiah’s emphasis on the Messiah as a suffering servant, the role that Jesus fulfilled, once and for all.
ISAIAH’S PROPHECY FULFILLED IN CHRIST
The Suffering Servant





Jesus

Would be widely rejected (Is. 53:1,3)

Jesus “came to His own, and His own did not 







receive
Him” (John 1:11; compare 12:37-38)

Would be disfigured by suffering


Pilate had Jesus scourged (beaten), Roman soldiers
(Is. 52:14; 53:2)




put a crown of thorns on His head, struck Him, spat








on Him (Mark 15:15, 17, 19)

Would voluntarily accept the pain,

As the Good Shepherd, Jesus laid down His life for

suffering and death that sinners


His sheep (John 10:11; compare 19:30)

deserve (Is. 53:7-8)

Would make atonement for sin through

Believers are saved and redeemed through the

His blood (Is. 52:15)



blood of Christ (1 Peter 1:18-19)

Would take upon Himself the grief of

Jesus was “delivered up because of our offenses”
human sin and sorrow (Is. 53:4-5)

(Rom. 4:25); He “bore our sins in His own body on








The tree,” and by His stripes we were healed (1 Pet.








2:24-25)

Would die on behalf of “the iniquity

God made Jesus “who knew no sin to be sin for us”

[sin] of us all” (Is. 53:6,8)


(2 Cor. 5:21)

Would die in order to make “intercession

Jesus was crucified between two robbers (Mark 15:

for the transgressors” (Is. 53:12)

27-28; compare Luke 22:37). He is the one








“Mediator between God and men” (1 Tim. 2:5)

Would be buried in a rich man’s tomb

Joseph of Arimathea placed the body of Jesus in his

(Is. 53:9)




own new tomb (John 19:38-42)

Would bring salvation to those who

Jesus promised that whoever believes in Him would
believed in Him (Is. 53:10-11)


not perish but have everlasting life (Jn. 3:16). The 






early church proclaimed that message (Acts 16:31)

Would be “exalted and extolled and be

God has “highly exalted [Jesus] and given Him the

very high” (Is. 52:13)



name” of Lord, to whom “every knee should bow”








(Phil. 2:9-11)

The Scriptures open our eyes to see Jesus, even when circumstances, relationships, or emotions may cloud our vision. That’s why we absolutely must invest time in the Word! It opens us up to the REALITY of what we are facing and experiencing, and how God intends for things to be. It gains us the heavenly perspective we need to persevere.
Even so, we can all remember times in our lives when we could not clearly recognize the presence or purpose of Jesus as quickly as we would have liked. Can you think of a time that really stands out in your memory when it took a while to see Jesus in the picture of your life? Remember last month, when we discussed: “When the focus is broken, the task is a burden”? The Scriptures teach us this in principle throughout the Bible. Keeping our eyes on Jesus may seem difficult at times, but the far more difficult job is to try to do anything with our eyes OFF of Jesus! Think about Peter taking His eyes of Jesus to notice the wind and water (Matthew 14:29-31). Do you think you could have kept your eyes on Jesus in that event?
Share a time when you suddenly saw Jesus in the midst of your situation, and you knew, as though for the first time, that He loved you and He was in control of things, as quickly as you handed those things over to Him.

Growing in sensitivity to the Lord’s presence:

Go back to Luke 24:32. How did the disciples describe their reaction to the presence of Jesus? How do you sense the presence of the Lord? What happens when you hear His words? Another beautiful description of a human response to Christ’s presence is found in Luke 1:41, when the unborn baby, John the Baptist, leaped in Elizabeth’s womb at the very nearness of the unborn Jesus. Can you think of other human responses to the Lord’s presence described in the Word?
We must grow in the truth that Jesus is EXACTLY who He says He is, and He will accomplish EXACTLY what He says He will do! He chooses to do this through people just like us, and His perfect desire and will is to use you, right where you are. He can bless you and bring glory to His Father through you. All He wants is a “YES”. Can you see Him right now? Can you hear His voice in your heart? If not, immerse yourself in the Bible, and ask the Holy Spirit to open the eyes of your understanding. Another thing: don’t go it alone. Ask a faithful Christian sister to come alongside and pray with you and for you, to give you godly encouragement, and to keep you accountable in your walk with Jesus.

AVENUE OF APPLICATION: The key is not only hearing the Word, but responding to it in our hearts, applying it to our hearts, and living it out with wholeheartedness!
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A LESSON ON THE ULTIMATE LOVE by Pastor Teri Downs








Can you see Jesus?





Would you be able to explain to someone where the Scriptures speak about Jesus, “beginning at Moses and all the Prophets” (Luke 24:27)? That’s what the Lord did with two of His disciples along the road to Emmaus. Read Luke 24:13-53. In this passage you will undoubtedly relate to those who did not recognize Jesus in their midst, and suddenly had their eyes opened to see HIM.








Jesus, who suffered and died for us, is now the ruling and reigning King. If Jesus is my personal King and Master, how do I know I am hearing His voice and experiencing His presence? In what areas of my life and perspective do I lack awareness of His presence? What should I do (what will I do) to make more room for Him? Who can help me?
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