[image: image1.wmf]
“He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take up his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.”  -- Matthew 10:37-39  (CROSS: instrument of death or self-denial. FOLLOW AFTER: to be in the same way with, be in unity with, accompany. WORTHY: suitable, meriting reward.)

These words spoken from the heart of Jesus hit hard, but they ring true to our spirits, don’t they? Knowing that Jesus declared His is THE Way, THE Truth and THE Life, we couldn’t expect any less from a love relationship with Him. Ultimately, it’s all or nothing. It’s the bottom line for each of us. God never set out looking for half-hearted followers; in fact, in His heaven, there is no such creature. Our spirits leap and run to such a requirement from God… to serve without ceasing, to love and worship without question, to live and die solely in His presence. But our flesh argues and cajoles and negotiates to find “middle ground”, something that looks and feels spiritual but that places no “unreasonable” requirements or sacrifices upon us. Our flesh loves the grace and shrinks from the commands. It embraces the anointing and is offended by the humbling.
Remember that old saying: “Salvation is free, but following Jesus will cost you everything.”? It may seem in these times we are finding out “everything” is a lot more than we first thought! When God calls us to die to something that has been a source of pain, suffering and bondage to us, that’s one issue. But when He gently but firmly begins to require the sacrifice of something that has been so dear and precious to us, we are left wondering just what God is really after and how much we can really stand to lose. This sifting of our motivations and priorities can often throw us and even make us question if we really know God and hear His voice. Perhaps a way to answer that is to remember that we are knowing God and are hearing the Shepherd’s voice in an ongoing process… we are learning how to better know God and learning how to better hear His voice. Taking up our cross and following Jesus doesn’t always feel natural; it takes some getting used to; in fact, it takes a lifetime! If we have heard the Master’s voice for a long time, it is vital that we don’t become casual about it. He always has the right to “change up the game” and surprise us with new requests for unprecedented acts of obedience. The Lord will raise His standard as we grow in Him. In ourselves, it is impossible to rise to that standard, but when we continue to mature in HIS righteousness, we see Christ working in and through us to accomplish the purposes of the cross. 
Another issue with taking up our cross is learning to rightly discern the cross of the Lord from the attacks of the enemy. Are they two completely different things, or does God sometimes use the enemy to teach us to submit to the will of the Lord? Look at what Paul said in 2 Corinthians 4:8-10: We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed – always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.
This passage in 2 Corinthians conveys the graphic reality of being in continual warfare with the enemy, but with the understanding that whatever the enemy throws at us becomes an opportunity for the cross of Jesus to be at work in us. The attempt of the enemy to destroy us becomes God’s great occasion to mature us and to glorify Himself. This doesn’t make sense to our natural minds, and only has value when our hearts are so yielded to the will of the Father that we trust Him to bring good out of every difficult situation. In that trust there is unfading joy, which the world can’t give or take away. We remember that joy is not dependent upon circumstances or even our most cherished relationships with people… joy can bubble forth in spite of sorrow, hardship, misunderstanding, rejection, trials and even calamity. Joy comes from surrendering to God and to nothing else.
Everyone’s cross is different. But everyone who belongs to Jesus has a cross to take up. The Lord requires TWO things to be worthy of Him: to take up one’s cross, and to follow Him. What does your cross look like at this season in your life? The work of the cross is going to have different tests attached to it through our walk, but the result should always be the same: that we look more and more like the Master and less and less like the old man fighting for his rights. May we be worthy of Jesus!
APPLYING THE WORD: God’s love for us is “unreasonable”; we did not deserve it and we never will. But He CHOSE to love us so much that He sent His only begotten Son from the riches of glory to this earth to make atonement for our sins. In what ways have I been offended by the “unreasonable” requirements of the cross in my walk? How have I been surprised by God’s commands, and when I obeyed, equally surprised by His rewards? What new aspect of taking up my cross and accompanying Jesus am I discovering right now? 
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Take Up Your Cross and Follow Me


In this new year, God is calling His people much deeper, to re-examine and recalibrate lifestyle priorities according to His Word, will and government, and to embrace the freedom and liberty that results from being unfettered from the cares of this world. Anyone who is truly serious about taking up their cross to follow Jesus is going to experience the hand of the Lord to prune, correct, refine and retune willing hearts to yield to the leading of the Holy Spirit in these last days. 
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